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THE PEOPLE’S TRIBUNAL
CHARGES ECOCIDE:
A Primer on Understanding
and Confronting the Crime of
Ecocide in Palestine

HISTORIC USE OF ECOCIDE
AS A LEGAL MECHANISM

Ecocide draws from several international
legal instruments, notably the Geneva
Conventions, Rome Statute, and human
rights law, as well as the 1992 Convention on
Biological Diversity (CBD) and the UN
Framework Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC).

Some parts of the Geneva Conventions
criminalize environmental harm during
armed conflict, laying groundwork for
peacetime ecocide recognition.

Several states have  proposed an
amendment to the Rome Statute to include a
specific war crime for ecocide, though this
has not yet been codified in international
law. This would add a fifth category of crimes
to the Rome Statute to the existing four:
genocide, crimes against humanity, war
crimes, and the crime of aggression.

Case studies of ecocide that have been
argued historically (although not
prosecuted):

Agent Orange in Vietnam
Niger Delta oil spills
Alberta Tar Sands
Indonesian palm oil deforestation

The move towards legally recognizing
ecocide is one step towards recognizing the
rights of the environment, but it is actually
quite limited in applicability and still faces
challenges.

BEYOND ECOCIDE:
SOVEREIGNTY AND THE LAND
In a world where imperialist countries hold
sway over the world, and multinational
corporations have more power than countries,
we must question the extent to which
international law and even domestic law can
really curtail these types of acts.

There is no political will to sanction the
governments or companies involved despite
their impact on nature and human society
alike. Therefore, legal arguments brought to
governments and international institutions will
never be the full solution.

True justice is not a prerequisite, but a
byproduct, of full sovereignty of a people
over their land. If the ecological destruction of
the land is used as a tool of imperialism, then
it is only in overturning imperialism that
political, social, economic, and environmental
justice can truly be achieved for a people.

Environmental and climate justice is
completely inseparable from the ending of
occupation, apartheid, genocide, and ecocide.
Therefore, the indictment and verdict of the
International People’s Tribunal for Palestine
are tools not only for the courts, but for the
mass movements and national liberation
struggle for a completely free Palestine,
where the land and its environment will be
stewarded by its historic people free from
oppression and occupation.



HOW IS ECOCIDE
HAPPENING IN PALESTINE?

Ecocide is defined as “unlawful or wanton acts
committed with knowledge that there is a
substantial likelihood of severe and either
widespread or long-term damage to the
environment.”

The term “ecocide” was first used in 1970 by
biologist Arthur Galston to describe the
environmental devastation caused by the use
of Agent Orange during the Vietnam War. It
gained political traction when Swedish Prime
Minister Olof Palme used it in a 1972 UN speech,
calling for international recognition of
environmental destruction as a crime. 

In short, ecocide is the act of destroying the
natural environment with the intent to
destroy an entire people. Genocide is
inseparable from ecocide.

WHAT IS ECOCIDE?

Even before 2023, Zionist settlers began pulling
up olive trees and other native plants to plant
invasive pine trees so as to erase the region’s
Arab cultural history and make their
surroundings look more like Europe where they
primarily came from. This has weathered the
soil, destroyed biodiversity, and created
conditions for wildfires.

Close to 95% of Gaza's cropland was damaged
or destroyed since October 2023, according to
reports from the UN Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO) and the UN Satellite Centre
(UNOSAT). Since July 28, 2025, 

only 1.5% of Gaza's agricultural land has been
consistently accessible and undamaged.  
Israeli attacks have destroyed 89% of orchards
(including 90% of all olive orchards), 88% of field
crops, and 80% of vegetable cultivation, along
with 962 poultry farms, 924 home barns, and
689 sheep farms.

By October 2025, at least 80% of all
greenhouses had been damaged, and
hundreds of wells are destroyed, which has
crippled irrigation. In northern Gaza and Gaza
City, nearly all greenhouses have been
destroyed since the end of 2023.

The October 2025 ceasefire agreement placed
most of Gaza’s agricultural area in the so-
called “yellow line” still being held by Zionist
occupation forces.

Between 42 and 60 million tons of rubble still
litters Gaza. That is at least 14 times greater
than all the previous wars in Gaza since 2008,
and equal to nine nuclear bombs. In addition to
the direct destruction, the soil is also being
contaminated by debris, munitions, and raw
sewage due to damaged sanitation systems.

Diseases such as cholera, typhoid, and even
poliovirus have been rapidly spreading in
Gaza due to environmental catastrophe and
the complete destruction of health and
sanitation infrastructure. The UN reported a
2000% increase in diarrhea cases among
young children compared to pre-conflict
levels.

In the West Bank, ecocide increases
dramatically with the expansion of Zionist
colonial settlements (114 since October 2023).
Over 4,000 olive trees and saplings in nearly
60 villages were destroyed by settlers during
the 2025 olive harvest, a nearly 400%
increase since last year. The total losses from
tree destruction alone during the first 13 days
of October exceed USD 1 million.  Colonizers
consume water at 13 times the rate of
Palestinian residents, and discharge 40
million cubic meters of untreated domestic
and industrial wastewater annually into
Palestinian lands, contaminating water
sources and ecosystems.

The Zionist occupation and genocide is
making every form of life for Palestinians in
Gaza and the West Bank genuinely
impossible, so that even if the genocide
ends, even if there's a ceasefire, Palestine
cannot stand on by itself. Israel has
deliberately manufactured an ecological
disaster to force Palestinians to leave or die
so that illegal Zionist settlement can take
place. While they have failed, the impacts on
the people are devastating.


