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Preface 

Right to Resist: The International Peopleôs Tribunal on the US-Backed Zion-

ist Occupation's War of Forced Starvation and Ecocide in Palestine is a land-

mark contribution to the Palestinian peopleôs steadfast fight for national lib-

eration. This book compiles the indictment, evidence, testimonies, and ver-

dict presented at the Tribunal, establishing a historical record of the crimes of 

genocide and ecocide committed by the Zionist occupation and its principal 

backers: the United States, United Kingdom, France, Germany and other 

complicit governments and international institutions. 

The International Peopleôs Tribunal shines a spotlight on the courageous tes-

timony of eyewitnesses and legal, medical and biodiversity experts, whose 

stories and meticulously detailed evidence defy the US-backed Israeli 

regimeôs attempt to erase the existence of the Palestinian people. In this first 

international tribunal to focus on ecocide--the widespread, long-term, and 

severe destruction of the environment, carried out with knowledge that such 

destruction will render life impossible for the affected civilian population--

the witnesses lay bare how ñIsraelò systematically perpetrates genocide, eco-

cide and forced starvation in ways that are inter-related and mutually rein-

forcing. Their brave testimonies expose the deliberate and systematic killing 

of Palestinians through direct bombardment and the destruction of food and 

water systems and the natural environment necessary for survival. 

These proceedings also give voice to the unwavering resolve of the Palestini-

an people to survive and fight the farmers who continue to save seeds and 

cultivate the land, the women who care for injured and maimed children, 

medical workers who save lives under impossible conditions, and the docu-

mentarians and journalists who dare to tell the stories of the people. We dedi-

cate this book to them and all those who have sacrificed their lives in the 

fight for the liberation of Palestine. We hope that the Tribunal will contribute 

to that struggle until Palestine is free from the River to the Sea. 
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VICTOR GARCES,  
International League of Peoples' Struggle 

 

Good morning, everyone, and welcome to Barcelona. We are very pleased 
to be here and organizing this tribunal.  

The liberation struggle of the people of Palestine has become the defining 
moment and symbol of the aspiration of peoples all over the world for jus-
tice and freedom.  

We salute their resistance. The resistance of the people under occupation. 
The resistance against war. But at the same time, we see they are being vic-
timized for their own resistance.  

For their barbarity on civilians and the unconscionable acts of everyone con-
cerned not just the Zionists in Israel, but others in government and the mili-
tary in the United States, in the UK, and others deserve punishment.  

For people who are yearning for liberation, we therefore see that this strug-
gle exposes imperialism. And not just US, and Zionist aggression, but also 
imperialism everywhere in the world.  

The world has been galvanized through mass demonstrations, protest camps, 
boycotts, sabotage actions, even the flotilla, which was attacked by Israel 
but still delivered its message of the people. The international community 
needs to continue to express its outrage. In this sense, to consolidate it is the 
reason why the International League of Peoples' Struggle made a resolution 
in its seventh assembly to hold this peopleôs tribunal. 

We are very thankful for others who joined us, including the International 
Association of Democratic Lawyers, the People's Coalition on Food Sover-
eignty, and others in a broader formation, the International Peoples'  

Front. The intention of this tribunal is to express and strengthen the interna-
tional public opinion, in a scientific, systematic way, in a legal and quasi-
legal process, to seek justice. And, as a result, communicate the facts of the 
case to the whole people and international jurisprudence, despite the fact 
that the US and the imperialists have actually destroyed and controlled the 
United Nations and other international bodies of humanity.  

We have to rebuild the world. 
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RAZAN ZUAYTER,  
Arab Group for the Protection of Nature 
 

In the words of Palestinian poet Sami al-Qasim, "You will not break our 
depths. You will not defeat our longings. We are the final verdict. We are the 
final verdict." 

To the 680,000 Palestinians martyred in genocidal violence, to the millions 
of martyrs of indigenous and oppressed communities worldwide, and to all 
who continue the struggle, to all of you here today, you are all the life force 
of our battle. 

I begin by locating myself as a Palestinian and a human being uprooted from 
Nablus, nicknamed the Mountain of Fire. From a lineage of resistance, and 
from 25 years of confronting occupation, the weaponization of food and the 
environment. Through green resistance, we have planted wherever they up-
rooted. Carrying the spirit of our people and land to the imperial core. 

When we first exposed 20 years ago the occupation's deliberate destruction 
of agriculture and ecosystems, we thought their silence was ignorance. But 
they knew. So we asked, where are the legal mechanisms to hold the perpe-
trators accountable? They existed, so the problem was never absence, it was 
design. 

International law is not failing. It is functioning exactly as the self-declared 
imperial victors of World War II intended: stabilizing colonial power and 
sanitizing their crimes. Otherwise, how could a settler colonial entity join the 
UN one year after ethnically cleansing 750,000 Palestinians and demolishing 
530 villages? How could self-determination be denied on the basis of West-
ern existential anxiety? How could an occupying power be framed as a custo-
dian of human rights laws it was born violating? How else could the US cast 
51 vetoes, shielding the occupation from even symbolic accountability? This 
is not a malfunction. 

Understanding this terrain reveals Palestine as a site of ecocide, the deliber-
ate destruction of ecosystems and the lives they sustain. In Gaza, this is not 
only to kill in the present though bombarding equivalent to 13 Hiroshimas, 
but to kill the future, to sterilize the soil, poison the water, and prohibit even 
a single seed from entering Gaza. 

Because a seed carries the potential of life beyond the occupation's dominion. 
The colonial anxiety saturates the latest Gaza peace plan. Genocide is re-
packaged on values of "tolerance and coexistence." Point 18 promises to 
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transform mindsets through "interfaith dialogue," as though Palestinian 
minds, not occupation, was the cause of genocide, ecocide, and starvation. 

This is the most insidious form of colonization, the colonization of our 
hearts. When its violence appears natural, permanent, and sacred. This is 
when we forget who we are. 

So we must return to the root causes. In our region, the architect is settler 
colonization, erasure and replacement incubated by imperial greed. In 1907, 
a conference among then-British Prime Minister Sir Henry Campbell Ban-
nerman and fellow imperial powers concluded that a united Arab world en-
dangered European supremacy, and therefore had to be kept in strategic 
conflict and fragmentation. Many of those same powers carved our lands in 
the Sykes-Picot agreement in 1916. In 1917, the Belfort Declaration invig-
orated the Zionist myth: "A land without people, for a people without land." 

The imperial core mirrors this by keeping its own population in a protracted 
state of ignorance, because they know the danger of waking up. We see it 
here today, the hope of resistance. And so, too, we channel hope from a 
hundred years of continuous resistance in Palestine. The Arab uprisings 
against the British Mandate from Palestinian freedom fighters who fought 
Zionist death squads during the Nakba, and all our intifadas. And we have 
now brought one of the world's most heavily funded arms to its knees. 

Hope lives in those who fight alongside us, from Lebanon, Yemen, Iran, 
Colombia, and all other nations of conscience. South Africa, Venezuela, 
Ireland, and Spain hosting us today. To the student encampments, port 
workers, flotillas, solidarity protests that have brought entire nations to a 
halt. It lives in Gaza's farmers and fields that have yielded over 7 million 
kilograms of vegetables in defiance of genocide sieges now, by which our 
organization, APN, has stood steadfast. 

The International People's Tribunals on Palestine is our documentation 
against colonizers waging war on memory. It is a refusal to wait until geno-
cide and ecocide is legally acknowledged only after its perpetrators have 
safely rewritten themselves out of the crimes. This tribunal is the act of 
forging of another path, the path of justice by the people. Here, among doc-
tors, lawyers, teachers, workers, and above all, people of conscience who 
can trace the pattern of colonial violence, we shift the narrative. 

This work begins with honesty, confronting the colonial knots hardened in 
our own hearts, and mobilizing with our demands. Every soul, every disci-
pline, every institution, every community is a frontline. And today is an op-
portunity to sharpen our strategy further: How do we strengthen alliances? 
Intensify BDS? Equip people to resist and break the siege from within the 
imperial core? 
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And we must stand ready to mobilize for Sudan, Yemen, Congo, Lebanon, 
Haiti, everywhere the empire reinvents its grip. 

But always, always, Let us remember, we are the final verdict. 
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JEANE MIRER,  
International Association of Democratic Lawyers 
 

Friends, comrades, all those who gather for this important people's tribunal, I 
send you greetings and solidarity. 

My name is Jeane Mirer, and I am the President Emeritus of the International 
Association of Democratic Lawyers. On behalf of IADL, I salute you and I 
salute this tribunal and wish you all success in carrying out the testimonies 
and creating the record for the crimes of starvation and ecocide that have 
been visited upon the Palestinian people. 

IADL stands with you to fight impunity, which this Tribunal will be part and 
parcel of. 
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MARIA BERRIOS,  
Director of Conservation and Research at the Museum of Contemporary 
Art of Barcelona MACBA) 

 

Hello. Thank you for being here. I'm here as director of Conservation and 
Research here at this museum, but above all, as a person, I am appalled by 
the inadmissible present we are living. Instead of making some formal 
speech, I decided to read a testimony that I feel is very important. It is a po-
em, and that is called, Apologies to All the People in Lebanon. 

I didnôt know and nobody told me and 
what could I do or say, anyway? 

 

They said you shot the London Ambassa-
dor  

and when that wasnôt true  

they said so 

what 

They said you shelled their northern 
villages 

and when U.N. forces reported that was 
not true 

because your side of the cease-fire was 
holding 

since more than a year before 

they said so 

what 

They said they wanted simply to carve 

a 25 mile buffer zone and then 

they ravaged your 

water supplies your electricity your 

hospitals your schools your highways 
and byways all 

the way north to Beirut because they 
said this 

was their quest for peace 

They blew up your homes and demol-
ished the grocery 

stores and blocked the Red Cross and 

took away doctors 

to jail and they cluster-bombed girls and 
boys 

whose bodies 

swelled purple and black into twice the 
original size 

and tore the buttocks from a four month 
old baby 

and then 

they said this was brilliant 

military accomplishment and this was 
done 

they said in the name of self-defense they 
said 

that is the noblest concept 

of mankind isnôt that obvious? 

They said something about never again 
and then 

they made close to one million human 
beings homeless 

in less than three weeks and they killed 
or maimed 

40,000 of your men and your women and 
your children 

 

But I didnôt know and nobody told me 
and what could I do or say, anyway? 

 

They said they were victims. They said 
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I stood on this same stage on November 2023, hosting Palestine Cinema 
Days, horrified by what was happening at that point. I can't believe that we 
are two years on from that, that we have held 3 Palestine Cinema Days that 
cannot be held in the West Bank. 

While in the West Bank, some time ago, a friend told me, "We're sick of 
speaking. We've been speaking for 70 years. Our voices have been heard, 
and nothing is happening." 

This institution that we're standing in, and all institutions that we pay our 
taxes in are complicit. I, as a cultural worker, am astonished at the role that 
our institutions have had in silencing voices standing up against the geno-
cide. And for that, I want to say that it is not any kind of goodwill that makes 
this institution host you today. We are not hosting you. We are thankful and 
honored by what you are doing. 

It is our duty, it is everybody's duty, to do everything we can. I'm from Chile. 
I know that these kinds of damages will never be repaired. But with no jus-
tice, no peace. 

you were Arabs. 

They called  your apartments and gar-
dens guerrilla strongholds. 

They called the screaming devastation 

that they created the rubble. 

Then they told you to leave, didnôt they? 

 

Didnôt you read the leaflets that they 
dropped 

from their hotshot fighter jets? 

They told you to go. 

One hundred and thirty-five thousand 

Palestinians in Beirut and why 

didnôt you take the hint? 

Go! 

There was the Mediterranean: You 

could walk into the water and stay 

there. 

What was the problem? 

 

I didnôt know and nobody told me and 

what 

could I do or say, anyway? 

 

Yes, I did know it was the money I 
earned as a poet that paid 

for the bombs and the planes and the 
tanks 

that they used to massacre your family 

 

But I am not an evil person 

The people of my country aren't so bad 

 

You can expect but so much 

from those of us who have to pay taxes 
and watch American TV 

 

You see my point; 

 

Iôm sorry. 

I really am sorry. 
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SAIF ABUKESHEK,  
Global Movement for Gaza 

 

Thank you. And thanks to the organizers for choosing Catalunya, Barcelona, 
for this event. For so many years, Barcelona has been leading the solidarity 
movements for Palestine, and has been a reference for our struggle for ethics 
and values within our society. 

This Zionist entity is cornering and challenging our legal system in the 
whole structure, but it is also part of a corrupt structure that is colonizing, 
oppressing, and confiscating people's rights around the world. And this is 
why such spaces are relevant today, because it is only us, the civil society, 
and the people who can make a difference. While Palestine is in the center 
of our struggle, is the ethical reference for, and compass for our movement, 
we have to understand that it is also surrounded with all these colonial inter-
ests that are creating and inventing conflicts around the world just to serve 
their purpose of a structure. 

And they are testing our limits of complicity. So, whatever genocide they 
are committing in Palestine, they see how much the society is able to stay in 
silence, to stay complicit with the crimes they are committing, and they take 
that to implement it in other locations. So they go to Sudan, they go to Con-
go, they go to Latin America, and they say, well, we have seen that they 
have accepted two years of genocide, so why not we don't bring it to other 
locations? 

And this system is falling. When you see that a resolution for a so-called 
ceasefire that erases whatever resolution came before, whatever rights poli-
cy and people have been fighting for, and then the world is silent, the civil 
society is silent, then it is upon the people of conscious to move and mobi-
lize. 

This is why we support strongly such actions like this tribunal. This is why, 
also, we have to continue mobilizing. We have said before that "when lead-
ers fail, we sail." This is what we have tried to do through, the previous mis-
sion. This is what we have tried to do in the Global March to Gaza in June, 
to bring a platform where people can come from everywhere and take ac-
tion, but not only for Palestine. For what Palestine represents globally, for 
what our struggle represents within the struggles of the people. And this is 
why we will continue mobilizing. We will continue going by land, we will 
continue going by sea, we will continue going by air, and not only for Pales-
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tine, but for Sudan, for Congo, for America Latina, for Colombia, for any 
country and any indigenous people that are being oppressed and their rights 
being confiscated. 

Because this is where we stand today. This is our last stand for humanity, our 
last stand for values and ethics. No one can come to say, "I didn't know." No 
one can come to say, "I had no option."  We hold the last stand against this 
colonial and corrupt structure, that is aiming to change our future of humani-
ty forever. 

For once, we must bring all the people together and support all spaces and 
platforms while we are moving in one direction to bring down this system 
that is trying to confiscate the remaining part of our dignity and humanity. 

So I thank you for being in Barcelona. And I invite everyone that is here to 
take the outcome of these two days of work and bring it into practice and into 
action. Direct action is the actual translation of every word that is being dis-
cussed, because the voices of people who are being oppressed and criminal-
ized has not only to be heard, but to be also taken into action and into one 
fight within this struggle. 
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Summary of Indictment 
Jan Fermon, Lead of the Prosecution 

 

Members of the Tribunal, ladies and gentlemen. I think the organizers 
of this tribunal do not have the pretension or ambition to say the last 
word or produce the ultimate findings of the genocidal campaign con-
ducted by the Zionist entity and its supporters against the Palestinian 
people. 

All over the world, individuals, organizations, and institutions are 
working on the question of the ongoing genocide in different ways. 
South Africa took a case to the International Court of Justice. UN Spe-
cial Rapporteur Francesca Albanese relentlessly documented and de-
nounced the genocide. Countries gathered into The Hague group in an 
attempt to halt the genocide. And millions of people demonstrated 
throughout the world. Activists joined the flotilla. Boycott, Divest and 
Sanctions actions are more intense than ever before. And national 
courts are gradually stepping into the accountability process, pushed in 
the back by civil society organizations, or should I say forced by civil 
society organizations. Individuals and organizations in the Jewish 
community debunk the lie that the Zionist entity speaks and acts on 
behalf of all Jewish people. 

And of course, last but not least, the Palestinian people resist and con-
tinue to resist. And their human rights organizations and other organi-
zations continue to work for the legitimate rights of the Palestinian 
people, and for the accountability for the crimes committed against 
them. 

And all these are building stones of the global movement that will 
bring genocide, settler colonialism, and apartheid in Palestine to an 
end. We don't know when, we don't know how, but we are sure it will 
happen. This tribunal is a building stone in this movement. 

It will concentrate on specific but necessary aspects of any genocidal 
campaign designed to create so-called "living space" for settler coloni-
alism, namely destruction and eradication of the environment of the 



 

29 

colonized people. This creates conditions in which the settlers can de-
velop their own colonial economic projects and seize the resources of 
the colonized, that belonged to the colonized people. But it contributes 
also to the narrative that denies and erases the memory of the original 
population. Didn't the cowboys in the US push the frontier of human 
civilization to the west as if that part of North America was empty 
when they arrived? And didn't the leaders of Israel make the desert 
fertile? 

Such lies are necessary to justify settler colonial enterprises. But in 
order to be able to tell such lies, you first have to destroy, of course, 
what exists before you can then pretend to have developed or fertilized 
when you first destroyed. The destruction of the environment is one of 
the five acts defined as genocidal by the Convention on the Prevention 
and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide. 

In the convention, it is worded as, I quote, "Imposing living conditions 
intended to destroy the group." During two days, the prosecution will 
present witnesses and evidence that that is exactly what the Zionist 
entity is doing, and that the Palestinian people are indeed facing geno-
cide and ecocide. 

The indictment accuses Israel of: 

¶ Deliberately targeting and destroying the ecosystem in the occu-
pied territories; of stealing, exploiting, and plundering its national 
resources; 

¶ Raising, contaminating, poisoning, flooding, or otherwise destroy-
ing Palestinian crops, trees, vegetation, land, livestock, and all the 
resources necessary for the survival of the Palestinian people; 

¶ Damaging or destroying wells, greenhouses, farms, facilities, and 
structures essential for the production, cultivation, and distribution 
of food, water, and other resources; 

¶ Bombing and polluting their land and water systems, destroying 
religious and cultural sites, and stealing artifacts forming part of 
Palestinian identity; blocking and preventing the entry of aid and 
material necessary for the survival of the Palestinian people; 

¶ And maintaining a system of apartheid against them. 

All of the foregoing acts are intended to render the occupied territo-
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ries, especially Gaza unsuitable for cultivation and human habitation; 
To induce famine, disease, and starvation; and ultimately, to destroy 
and annihilate the Palestinian people. 

The charges on which we will request this tribunal to condemn the Zi-
onist entity, its leaders, as well as the US and European leaders that 
support the settler colonial enterprise, and also the private corporations 
that actively support this genocidal campaign, are the following: 

1. Intensely inducing salvation and famine through the destruction of 
the natural environment with an intent to destroy, in all or in part, 
the people of Palestine amounting to gross violations of interna-
tional humanitarian law and human rights law. 

2. The commission of unlawful or wanton actions, with the 
knowledge that this will cause long-term, widespread, and severe 
damage to the environment, and the targeting and destruction of 
cultural heritage, all amounting to serious violations of internation-
al humanitarian law and human rights law. 

The prosecution team will present evidence for these charges to the 
tribunal. 
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Introduction to the Legal Prosecution 
of Ecocide 
Farah Imad, member of the Prosecution 

 

Building off the lead prosecutor this morning, talking about how the de-
struction of the means of living in Gaza and Palestine is part of genocidal 
intent. 

We, as the tribunal, also wanted to highlight ecocide, the destruction of the 
environment, as its own separate crime, and as part of the genocidal project. 
Ecocide and the environment has developed as its own international legal 
concept on crime over the last 40 or 50 years. While it's not codified yet in 
international law, over 11 countries have designated ecocide as a crime. The 
EU, for example, in 2024 criminalized environmental damage that amounts 
to ecocide, and we're seeing more interest from other countries and territo-
ries, including Catalonia, which is hosting today's tribunal. 

One of the definitions of ecocide that is proffered is "the unlawful or wanton 
acts committed with the knowledge that there is a substantial likelihood of 
severe and either widespread or long-term damage to the environment." 

Several states have come forward and proposed an amendment to the Rome 
Statute, which would include a specific crime of ecocide. This would add a 
fifth category of crimes to the Rome Statute, which would add to the exist-
ing crimes of genocide, crimes against humanity, war crimes, and the crime 
of aggression. 

While it doesn't exist as its standalone legal international crime as of yet, 
ecocide does draw from several international legal instruments, notably the 
1992 Convention on Biological Diversity, the UN Framework, Convention 
on Climate Change. Both of these emphasize the protection of ecosystems, 
biodiversity, and climate stability. Additionally, the Geneva Convention's 
Additional Protocol 1, Articles 35 and 55, and Article 8, Section 2B, subcat-
egory 4 of the Rome Statute, criminalized environmental harm during armed 
conflict, which lay the groundwork for ecocide recognition. The crime of 
ecocide also builds on human rights law, which recognizes the right to a 
clean, healthy, and sustainable environment. 

This can be found in the International Covenant on Economic, Social, and 
Cultural Rights, and the Stockholm Declarations. 

While there has never been, as of yet, any sort of prosecution of ecocide, 
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some case studies have been forward, such as the most famous one, and the 
first, being the use of Agent Orange in Vietnam (which mobilized the use of 
this term", the destruction of the Kahova Dam in Ukraine, the oil spills in 
Niger Delta, and the Alberta Tar Sands, and Indonesian palm oil deforesta-
tion. 

The use of the word ecocide and the criminalizing of this type of conduct 
acts as a counter to colonial capitalism that focuses on extraction and exter-
nalization of acts. It's a counter to the focus of imperial countries on only 
what impacts humans, and only in a very direct, material way with a very 
limited time horizon. 

Historically, laws have been made to benefit this extractive system by dis-
counting the future and discounting the environment outside of direct human 
use. And this is counter to the indigenous way of thinking which sees hu-
mans as part of an ecosystem, and sees present conduct as part of a continu-
um where past, present, and future are all important. 

The move towards recognizing ecocide is one step towards recognizing the 
rights of the environment separate from the capitalistic extractive elements, 
but we wanted to note how limited it is in applicability and the challenges it 
faces in this current conduct. 

First of all, the threshold that's required to establish ecocide is quite high, 
although we will show through the evidence that this does apply in the con-
text of Palestine, as well as the issue of state sovereignty. 

We can see that, especially in an age where multinational corporations have 
more power than some countries, we ask the question to the court, about the 
role of these companies and how they should also be held accountable for the 
actions that are occurring. 
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INDICTMENT 

COMPLAINANTS, by counsel, aver that: 

I.PREFATORY STATEMENT 

The ongoing genocide and ecocide in Palestine are the continuation of the 
mutually reinforcing projects of settler colonisation, capital accumula-
tion, and dehumanisation. 

From the Crusades to Napoleon's imperial campaigns across Egypt, Pales-
tine, and Syria, the region has long been a target of Western geostrategic 
ambition, resource extraction, and orientalist mythmaking. Come the 
1800s, Western imperial powers were already aiming towards colonizing 
the region and strategising Zionist settlement there. British and French 
consulates (est. 1838, 1849) functioned as imperial outposts to freeze 
land for colonial settlement. 

Colonial capitalism was advanced under the British Mandate (1917), which 
sought to dismantle indigenous communal tenure (musha'a) through the 
levy of heavy taxes on Palestinian farmers and the distortion of agricul-
tural markets by enforcing the production of cheap export crops, driving 
farmer indebtedness, and the sale of land to immigrating Zionists. 

To erode the sumud of Palestinians revolting against the dismantling of their 
land and agricultural way of life, British forces employed curfews, 
movement restrictions, property seizures, forced labor, and arbitrary de-
tention. Collective punishment took shape through home demolitions, 
raids, and forced starvation. 

Ecologies were not spared from British colonial violence. Wetlands were 
recast as malarial swamps and drained, driving species to extinction. Wa-
ter courses, lakes, and groundwater were re-engineered or disappeared 
through water reclamation projects serving settlement infrastructure. 

Zionists were given preferential treatment by colonial powers to continue the 
colonization of Palestine. In 1870, the agricultural school Mikveh Israel, 
founded by French philanthropist Charles Netter, trained settlers in local 
cultivation. French financier Edmond de Rothschild later funded agricul-
tural colonies to absorb the first wave of Jewish colonial settlement be-
tween 1881 and 1903. 

In addition to the foregoing policies, the British Mandate discriminated 
against Arabs and trained Zionists in their army and colonial govern-
ment. Moreover, they encouraged the sale of land to Zionists and Zionist 
organizations. Through the British-established land market, the Jewish 
National Fund amassed nearly one million dunums by 1948. 
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Over the years, Zionist terrorist gangs used the same ecocidal and starvation 
tactics as the British government during the Nakba of 1948, resulting in 
the massacre and forcible expulsion of over 95% of the indigenous popu-
lation. 

To drive ethnic cleansing, entire villages were razed, food stores destroyed, 
livestock slaughtered, orchards and olive groves burned, and trees sys-
tematically uprooted. 

Zionist militias besieged villages, killing those who dared to resist the block-
ade and smuggle food into the territory. Indeed, starvation ï as a tool of 
displacement and erasure ï was an inaugurating feature of the Israeli 
colonial state. Since then, the Israeli government continued to use food 
as a weapon during periods of uprising in Palestine. 

Following the formal establishment of the Israeli government in 1948, a se-
ries of laws were enacted to lend a veneer of legitimacy to ethnic cleans-
ing. 

The Absentees' Property Law (1950) and Land Acquisition Law (1953) ena-
bled the occupation to legalize the expropriation of over 5.7 million 
dunums of Palestinian land by 1954, under pretexts of absenteeism, de-
velopment, and security. In parallel, Israel manipulated the Ottoman 
Land Code of 1858 to reclassify "uncultivated landò as state property. 
This facilitated the seizure of nearly 40 percent of the West Bank. 

Legal terms like "absentee" and "uncultivated land" operated to veil process-
es of forced displacement as well as institutionalise colonial mythmaking 
around Palestinian rootlessness and ecological ineptitude. These devas-
tating impacts have only deepened over time. 

The 1995 Oslo Accords institutionalised Israeli control over Palestinian land, 
resources, and agricultural prospects by dividing the West Bank into Ar-
eas A, B, and C. Area C, comprising over 60 percent of the territory and 
its most arable land, is under full Israeli military and administrative con-
trol.1 Oslo further accelerated the regression of Palestinian agriculture 
through neoliberal restructuring, deepening trade imbalance, and encour-
aging politicised aid to supplant sovereign food production. 

The 712 km annexation wall stands in stark contrast to the so-called ñpeaceò 
that Oslo claimed to bring. Alongside its function of enclosing Palestini-
an villages into isolated and surveilled bantustans, the construction and 
maintenance of the wall led to the uprooting of over 100,000 trees, as 
well as the appropriation of agricultural lands and aquifers that sustained 
Palestinian life and livelihood. 

Illegal settlements occupy elevated land, not only for surveillance but to al-
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low industrial runoff and untreated sewage to permeate Palestinian com-
munities below.2 Where wastewater flows, rising rates of illness, cancer, 
mosquito-borne diseases, and birth defects were recorded, rendering the 
land increasingly uninhabitable. Resistance is met with settler violence, 
often meted out by colonial outposts functioning as vehicles of de facto 
annexation. 

The Israeli occupation is well-versed in greenwashing to rewrite its colonial 
footprint. National parks and nature reserves are planted over ethnically 
cleansed villages and are strategically concentrated in areas slated for 
settlement expansion. Many of these projects uproot native trees and re-
place them with non-native plant species to erase the local ecosystem, 
leading to a loss of biodiversity and making the area susceptible to wild-
fire. 

The myth that the Zionist regime marketed to the world of ñmaking the desert 
bloomò is undone by the ecological catastrophes curated by the occupa-
tion, including the draining of the Huleh wetlands, leading to biodiversity 
collapse. To ñmake the desert bloom,ò Israelôs 120km National Water 
Carrier diverts water from the Sea of Galilee to southern settlement infra-
structure and agricultural enterprises ï killing the ecology in the Jordan 
River and manufacturing water scarcity.3 

Palestinians bear the brunt of water apartheid: 85 percent of the West Bankôs 
water is stolen and resold at prohibitive rates. Through punitive demoli-
tions of water harvesting infrastructure, rainwater has also been 
weaponised. 

Gazaôs biosphere, too, was re-engineered through colonial erasure and the 
destruction of Palestinian agriculture. Following the Israeli-imposed 
blockade in 2007, 35 percent of Gaza's farmlands were seized to expand 
"military buffer zones". 

Systematic bombardment, the use of incendiary weapons, and the spraying of 
pesticide targetedPalestinianland,contaminatingthesoiland
theecosystem. Israeli-controlled dams and reservoirs near the Gaza 
Strip were strategically opened during harvest time to flood Palestinian 
crops. Fishing activities were arbitrarily limited from 15 to just six nauti-
cal miles, before being banned altogether. 

Land, sea, and groundwater were held hostage by toxic sewage flows. Israeli 
bombing of wastewater infrastructure and restrictions on reconstruction 
made cholera and typhoid outbreaks recurrent in pre-October 2023 Gaza, 
where 97 percent of water sources were rendered undrinkable. 

The Israeli policy of putting ñthe Palestinians on a diet but not to make them 
die of hungerò, as infamously phrased by Dov Weisglass, calculated the 
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bare minimum caloric intake needed to keep Gazaôs population starved 
and malnourished. By 2022, 64.3 percent of Gazans faced moderate to 
severe food insecurity. 

Gazaôs agricultural economy was kept underdeveloped to serve Israeli-
controlled export markets. Imperial powers and international organiza-
tions pushed programs encouraging Gazaôs farmers to grow perishable 
crops like strawberries and cut flowers, further destabilizing Palestinian 
food sovereignty and making Gaza more susceptible to starvation, geno-
cide, and ecocide. 

Existing international tribunals and mechanisms have declared the illegality 
of Israelôs continuing occupation of Palestinian territories. 

On 19 July 2024, the International Court of Justice (ICJ) rendered an Adviso-
ry Opinion4 upon the request of the United Nations (UN) General As-
sembly, addressing the legal consequences of the Israeli occupation of 
the West Bank, the Gaza Strip, and East Jerusalem (the Occupied Pales-
tinian Territories) since 1967 and the legal obligations of Israel, other 
states, and the United Nations in relation to the occupation. 

The ICJ ruled that Israelôs occupation of the Palestinian Territories since 
1967, including Israeli state policies and practices maintaining it, such as 
the establishment and expansion of settlements, is illegal and constitutes a 
wrongful act under international law. Prolonged in nature, the said occu-
pation amounts to annexation, in violation of the prohibition against the 
acquisition of territory through force and the Palestiniansô fundamental  
and  inalienable  right  to  self-determination  enshrined  in  the 
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) and the 
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 
(ICESCR). 

The ICJ held further that Israel has maintained a regime of laws and practices 
that systematically discriminate against the Palestinians with the aim of 
segregation, in violation of the International Convention on the Elimina-
tion of All Forms of Racial Discrimination as well as the ICCPR and 
ICESCR. 

The Palestinian peopleôs right to self-determination, said the ICJ, includes 
the right to territorial integrity and the integrity of the people themselves, 
who have been forcibly dispersed because of Israelôs discriminatory 
laws. The same right also includes the Palestiniansô permanent sover-
eignty over the landôs natural resources, including water, land, and natu-
ral gas reserves, which the Israeli state is exploiting for the benefit of Isra-
el and her settlements, thus, depriving the Palestinian people of their 
right to enjoy these resources. 
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The ICJ further stated that Israel has a legal obligation to end the occupation, 
cease all settlement activities, and give full reparation for the damage 
caused by its internationally wrongful acts. All other countries, mean-
while, are legally obligated to respect the Palestiniansô right to self-
determination and to ensure that all impediments to this right are brought 
to an end. Such an obligation on the part of other states includes the non-
recognition of changes in the status of the occupied territories, the non-
recognition of the legality of Israelôs occupation, and the obligation not 
to render any aid or assistance in maintaining the occupation. 

As a consequence, the UN General Assembly adopted a Resolution5 on 18 
September 2024 at the 10th Emergency Special Session, endorsing the 
ICJôs Advisory Opinion of July 2024 and urging member states to abide 
by their commitments to comply with the obligations under international 
law. 

The orders of the ICJ in the case of South Africa v. Israel6 also reflect a seri-
ous concern about the perpetration of the crime of genocide in Palestine. 
A significant and diverse number of States have intervened in South Afri-
ca v. Israel, demanding the condemnation and immediate cessation of 
the ongoing genocide against the people of Palestine. 

The ICJ found cause to issue provisional measures against Israel, among oth-
ers, ñto take all measures within its power to prevent the commission of 
all acts within the scope of Article II of [the Genocide] Conventionò7 in 
Gaza and "immediately halt its military offensive, any other action in the 
Rafah Governorate, which may inflict on the Palestinian group in Gaza 
conditions of life that could bring about its physical destruction in whole 
or in part.ò8 

On 21 November 2024, the International Criminal Court (ICC) issued arrest 
warrants against President Benjamin Netanyahu and Defense Minister 
Yoav Gallant for ñreasonable grounds to believe that Mr. Netanyahu and 
Mr. Gallant each bear criminal responsibility as civilian superiors for the 
war crime of intentionally directing an attack against the civilian popula-
tion...the war crime of starvation as a method of warfare...and the crimes 
against humanity of murder, persecution, and other inhumane acts.ò9 

Meanwhile, UN Special Rapporteur Francesca Albanese illustrated in her 
reports how Israel has deliberately rendered the Occupied Palestinian 
territory useless and uninhabitable through the systematic destruction of 
critical civilian infrastructure. 

Stressing the genocidal intent of Israelôs massive operations in the whole of 
Palestine, Albanese, in her October 2024 report, called on the United 
Nations to formally recognize Israel as an apartheid state and consistent 
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violator of international law.10 She stressed that ñ[i]ndividuals clearly 
identifiable as perpetrators should be prosecuted. However, it is the en-
tire State apparatus that has engineered, articulated, and executed geno-
cidal violence, through acts which in their totality may lead to the de-
struction of the Palestinian people.ò11 

In her report of 16 June 2025,12 Albanese called out corporate entities, in-
cluding major multinational corporations in the technology, weapons, 
and even hospitality industries, for their complicity in the genocide and 
unlawful occupation in Palestine, raising their responsibilities under in-
ternational law as envisioned in the UN Guiding Principles on Business 
and Human Rights. 

On 31 January 2025, the representatives from Bolivia, Colombia, Cuba, Hon-
duras, Malaysia, Namibia, Senegal, and South Africa met in The Hague, 
Netherlands, to form the Hague Group. The said formation aims to pro-
pose concrete measures to end the genocide and to uphold various inter-
national rulings concerning the illegal Israeli occupation of Gaza and the 
whole of Palestine, including the ICJôs July 2024 Advisory Opinion and 
its orders in the case of South Africa v. Israel. The Hague Group also 
seeks the implementation of the September 2024 UN General Assembly 
Resolution, and supports the enforcement of the ICC warrants of arrest 
against Netanyahu and Gallant. 

The Hague Group led the mass walkout of diplomats during the UN General 
Assembly on 26 September 2025, leaving Prime Minister Netanyahu 
speaking to a near-empty hall. The Hague Group afterwards hosted a 
meeting of representatives from 34 countries to consolidate existing state 
measures into a global coordinated strategy to end genocide in Pales-
tine.13 

The strategy includes the convening of an Emergency Special Session (ESS) 
of the UN General Assembly under its ñUniting for Peaceò resolution 
earlier proposed by Colombiaôs President Gustavo Petro, the adoption of 
a binding resolution on full UN membership of Palestine, and the imposi-
tion of a UN-led arms embargo, economic boycott and other concrete 
measures designed to force Israel to comply with international law, inter-
national court rulings and UN resolutions on Palestine. 

The UN ESS under the Uniting for Peace resolution will undercut the veto 
power of the United States in the Security Council on resolutions to stop 
the war and Israeli genocide in Gaza, and to hold Israel accountable for 
war crimes and genocide even after the ceasefire. 

To break the Israeli blockade, a host of organizations and individuals from 
various countries launched the Global Sumud Flotilla to deliver much-
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needed medicine, food, and water to Gaza. The Flotilla began in Barcelo-
na on 31 August 2025, joined by about 52 ships carrying some 500 par-
liamentarians, activists, lawyers, and aid workers. Following Israeli 
drone attacks, the Flotilla was later assisted by naval vessels from Turki-
ye, Italy, and Spain. 

The Flotilla was intercepted by the Israeli navy, leading to the arrest, deten-
tion, and deportation of the participants. Reports indicate that the partici-
pants, while in detention, suffered ill-treatment and humiliation at the 
hands of Israeli forces. This drew widespread condemnation all over the 
world, leading to a general strike in Italy and massive rallies in Spain, 
Dublin, Kuala Lumpur, Colombia, Paris, and the United States. 

There was a rapid groundswell of international political pressure after the 
bombing of the Qatar peace talks by Israel and the attack on the Global 
Sumud Flotilla. These include the recognition of Palestine by the United 
Kingdom, Canada, Australia, and Portugal, and later on by France, Lux-
embourg, Malta, Monaco, Andorra, and Belgium during the 80th session 
of the UN General Assembly. 

Members of the European Union and various Arab countries also imposed 
trade and economic sanctions against Israel. During the 80th UN General 
Assembly, particularly after Israel targeted and bombed the venue hosting 
peace talks negotiators in Qatar, representatives of Arab countries pres-
sured Trump take action on the Israeli genocide and war as it entered its 
second year. 

The aforementioned development led to the ceasefire deal brokered by Egypt, 
Turkiye, and Qatar. Phase one of the agreement includes the release of the 
remaining Israeli prisoners in Gaza, the immediate cessation of hostilities, 
the withdrawal of Israeli forces from a large part of Gaza, the opening of 
the Rafah and other crossings, the entry of humanitarian aid, the release of 
250 Palestinian prisoners from Israeli jails, and release of some 1,200 de-
tainees who were arrested in Gaza. 

Despite and in clear violation of the agreement, Israel continues to carry out 
attacks and airstrikes against Palestinians in Gaza. The Palestinian prison-
ers who were released also gave harrowing accounts of torture and inhu-
mane treatment under Israeli custody. Moreover, the bodies of deceased 
Palestinian prisoners released by Israel also bore indications of assault and 
ill-treatment by Israeli forces. 

A wave of international protests came in the aftermath of the ceasefire deal, 
asserting that Israel be held to account for its numerous violations of inter-
national humanitarian law and human rights standards, denouncing the 
genocide, and demanding the rapid and uninhibited flow of aid, food, and 
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medicine to Gaza, which Israeli forces continue to block or severely limit. 

Massive rallies were held in the major cities of London, Florence, Sydney, 
Melbourne, Brisbane, Berlin, Paris, Oslo, Maastricht, Jakarta, Seoul, and 
Tokyo. The protests also called on their own governments to cease all 
weapons sales and military aid to Israel, and to take practical and concrete 
action to ensure a just and lasting peace in Palestine. 

Even as the ceasefire deal is threatened by Israelôs ongoing attacks in Gaza 
and restrictions on the entry of much-needed aid for a starving popula-
tion, Israelôs crime of genocide must be stopped as demanded by the Pal-
estinians and by the world. Its culpability for these crimes, as well as that 
of the United States and Israelôs Western backers, is apparent from the 
findings of various international legal mechanisms. 

However, these international mechanisms have yet to address the monumen-
tal impact of the evident and intentional destruction of the natural envi-
ronment by the Government of Israel and its armed forces as a means to 
destroy the people of Palestine. 

The present Indictment containing the charges enumerated hereunder is 
brought before the International War Crimes Tribunal on Forced 
Starvation and Ecocide in Palestine. 

II.PARTIES 

The indictment is brought by the People of Palestine, at the instance of indi-
vidual victims and their families, particularly women, children, the elder-
ly, peasants, workers, and future generations of Palestinians who will 
suffer from the long-term and irreversible destruction of the natural envi-
ronment. 

The charges are made against the government leaders of the occupying pow-
er, Israel, led and represented by Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, 
members of Israelôs security cabinet, and the Israeli Defense Forces. 

The other respondents include government leaders of the United States, led 
and represented by its current President Donald J. Trump and former 
President Joe Biden, as well as the leaders of the United Kingdom, 
France, and Germany. 

III.CHARGES 

Intentionally inducing starvation and famine through the destruction of 
the natural environment, with an intent to destroy, in whole or in 
part, the people of Palestine, amounting to gross violations of inter-
national humanitarian law and human rights law; Commission of 
unlawful or wanton acts with the knowledge that these will cause 
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long-term, widespread, and/or severe damage to the environment, 
and the targeting and destruction of cultural heritage, all 
amounting to serious violations of international humanitarian law 
and human rights law, committed in the context of Israelôs assault on 
Palestine, aided and supported by the governments of the United States, 
the United Kingdom, France, Germany, and all other leaders of States, 
private corporations and enablers complicit in the genocide and eco-
cide. 

IV. ALLEGATIONS 

The State of Israel continues to illegally occupy Palestinian territory and en-
force laws and measures that maintain a system of apartheid and system-
atically discriminate against Palestinians. 

During this decades-long occupation, the government of Israel deliberately 
targeted, killed, and injured individual Palestinian civilians and the civil-
ian population in general, who are all protected under international hu-
manitarian law (IHL). Israel has also deliberately targeted, destroyed, and 
damaged civilian objects belonging to Palestinians, likewise in violation 
of IHL. 

Beginning in October 2023, Israel intensified its military campaign against 
the Palestinian people and relentlessly employed means and methods of 
warfare targeting the natural environment in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories. This unprecedented destruction and degradation of the natural 
environment exacerbated the suffering of Palestinians. 

Set against the backdrop of the decades-long Zionist occupation, it is clear 
that Israeli military operations that deliberately cause massive destruc-
tion of Palestinian ecosystems and the exploitation and depletion of natu-
ral resources in Palestinian territories, and other official acts targeting 
and resulting in the destruction of civilian infrastructure essential for 
food, water, and energy distribution and the delivery of medical and hu-
manitarian aid serve no other purpose but to annihilate the entire Pales-
tinian people. 

The aforementioned acts likewise constitute violations of international human 
rights law (IHRL) including the Convention on the Prevention and Pun-
ishment of the Crime of Genocide. 

The intentional destruction of the natural environment 

The natural environment is accorded protection under IHL regardless of the 
classification of the armed conflict. Agricultural lands and other natural 
resources indispensable to the survival of civilian populations form part 
of the natural environment. 
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As an occupying power, Israel is prohibited from destroying all real or per-
sonal property, including means of livelihood for vulnerable civilians 
such as agricultural lands, crops, waterways, and all components of the 
natural environment. Derogation is only allowed where such destruction 
is rendered absolutely necessary by military operations. 

When hostilities break out in an occupied territory, such as in Palestine, the 
occupying power bears the onus of applying IHL. Israel is therefore 
bound to respect the customary special protection for objects indispensa-
ble to the survival of the civilian population. Israel, in direct contraven-
tion of such legal protections, has and continues to deliberately attack, 
destroy, and render useless these protected objects. 

Israel unlawfully destroyed or severely damaged Palestinian land, rendering it 
unsuitable for agriculture, food and water production, and other benefi-
cial uses by the Palestinian people. Estimates show that over 98.5 percent 
of the agricultural sector has been deliberately decimated or made inac-
cessible, including the destruction of over 60 percent of agricultural facil-
ities, 80 percent of trees, and 83 percent of water wells since October 
2023. 

After 7 October 2023, over 70 percent of crops were destroyed, and of the 
farmlands that remained, many were rendered inaccessible due to the 
threat of gunfire and expanding military buffer zones imposed by Israeli 
forces. In addition, almost 99 percent of all poultry and 95 percent of all 
cattle were killed by Israeli attacks or perished from food shortages and 
disease. 

In the West Bank, Israel continues to employ ñagricultural warfare,ò a delib-
erate and multifaceted strategy of ecological violence long used by the 
Israeli settler-colonial regime to displace Palestinian communities and 
sever their ties to the land. 

Infrastructure crucial to food production and water access is routinely target-
ed or restricted through bureaucratic permit systems, military attacks, or 
settler violence.Toxic runoff from elevated settlements contaminates 
Palestinian soil and water, spreading disease and rendering the environ-
ment unlivable. 

These tactics ï ranging from the spraying of pesticide targeting Palestinian 
land and vegetation to the denial of access to freshwater sources ï are 
aimed not only at weakening food sovereignty but also forcing Palestini-
ans off their land under the guise of environmental management and se-
curity. These tactics turn the land itself into a weapon of occupation. 

Mass afforestation campaigns to "green the desert" have uprooted over three 
million trees including olive trees central to Palestinian identity and sus-
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tenance. Israeli settlers, protected by Israeli security forces, routinely 
burn, poison, and vandalize farmlands and uproot trees, displacing Pales-
tinian farmers and families. 

Israelôs use of heavy metal munitions has contaminated the soil, thus, pre-
venting its use for agriculture, food and water production, and other ben-
eficial purposes, as well as endangering the lives of Palestinians residing 
in the occupied territories. 

Israelôs aforementioned actions are aimed at and have the effect of rendering 
the occupied territories unsuited for agriculture, food and water produc-
tion, and human habitation. This has resulted in the entirety of Gazaôs 
population facing a food crisis, with the entire territory classified in the 
emergency phase according to the IPC Food Security Classification, and 
similar threats against Palestinians living in the West Bank. 

Famine and starvation in Gaza resulting from the destruction of the en-
vironment 

The inducement of famine in the Occupied Palestinian Territories, through 
Israelôs continuing attacks that destroy and render useless agricultural 
land and other natural resources, is aimed at denying sustenance to the 
Palestinian population and effecting their destruction as a people. 

This willful and intentional starvation of Palestinians can be ascertained from 
the nature of Israelôs actions and policies and the public pronouncements 
of its high-ranking officials to the effect that the population of Gaza will 
be deprived of basic commodities as part of its military offensives 
against Hamas. The destruction of agricultural land, water sources, and 
other natural resources is an act of reprisal against the civilian population 
designed to annihilate it. 

The destruction of natural resources, coupled with the conduct of its total 
siege, barring the entry of food, water, fuel, and medicine into the occu-
pied territory, is in clear breach of the customary prohibition against the 
use of starvation of the civilian population as a method of warfare. 

Among the affected, 64 percent of Gazans eat only once a day, 95 percent of 
pregnant and breastfeeding women endure severe food poverty, and 90 
percent of children suffer from malnutrition, facing severe threats to their 
survival, growth, and development. It has been reported that at least 57 
children have died from malnutrition caused by the blockade. The actual 
figures are likely higher, with many deaths going unreported. 

The widespread and systematic starvation left Palestinians no choice but to 
seek aid. The limited access to food has been weaponized by the Gaza 
Humanitarian Foundation (GHF) to lure Palestinians to their demise. 
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GHF is a non-governmental organization created by Israel in February 
2025, with the support of the United States. 

The ñhumanitarianò operations undertaken by the said group led to the deaths 
of scores of Palestinians after security forces shot and killed them as they 
were seeking food at GHF sites. 

The widespread, long-term, and severe effects on the environment of the 
attacks 

The targeted and intentional destruction of the environment and natural re-
sources by the Zionist occupation in Palestine has manifested in wide-
spread ecological devastation, including rampant deforestation, pollution, 
and the contamination of water and soil through toxic pesticides. 

The plunder and depletion of land and other natural resources have led to the 
mass extinction of plant and animal species, while the diversion of water 
sources away from Palestinian use caused extreme flooding, over-
concentration of pasture lands within severely constricted areas, and des-
ertification of formerly productive agricultural land. 

Untold amounts of unexploded ordinance, landmines, and discarded military 
hardware have scarred Palestinian environment and are obstructing its 
future rehabilitation. This is coupled with the relentless bombing of 
Gazaôs densely populated and rural areas. Israel dropped over 100,000 
tons of explosives, more than six times the destructive power of the 
Hiroshima bomb. 

Toxins and contamination from exploded and unexploded ordinances on the 
land and in the water will impact Gazaôs food security and health for 
years to come. As of February 2024, satellite imagery documented that 
28 percent of cropland was razed or destroyed, as well as 488 agricultural 
wells and at least 21 percent of Gazaôs greenhouses. By September 2024, 
the figures increased to 67 percent of all cropland, 1,188 agricultural 
wells, and 44 percent of greenhouses. 

The same conventional and chemical weapons that lay waste to Gazaôs natu-
ral environment have been sinisterly presented as ñbattle provenò in 
global markets. The greenhouse gas emissions generated during the first 
two months alone exceeded the annual carbon footprint of more than 20 
countries. 

The relentless bombardment of Gaza has caused widespread destruction to 
buildings, roads, and critical infrastructure, creating over 39 million tons 
of debris. Much of this debris is contaminated with hazardous materials, 
including unexploded ordnance and asbestos, which lingers in the air, 
soil, and bloodstreams. Rebuilding Gaza is expected to generate nearly 
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60 million tons of CO2 emissions, an amount that surpasses the yearly 
emissions of over 135 countries. 

Destruction and willful damage of Palestinian cultural and historical 
heritage 

Israel has targeted and destroyed numerous cultural and heritage sites all 
over Palestine despite their protected status under international humani-
tarian law. As of August 2025, UNESCO estimated that 110 archaeologi-
cal, historical, and religious sites had been destroyed in Israeli attacks 
since October 2023. Historical artifacts from Gaza were stolen by the 
Israeli army, and later displayed in the Knesset. 

Israelôs continuing assault on the natural environment reinforces this system-
atic destruction of the culture, religion, and identity of the Palestinian 
people. Knowing that Palestinian culture is intrinsically intertwined with 
the preservation of the natural environment, including agricultural lands 
and their cultivation practices, Israel intentionally targeted and destroyed 
these civilian properties in the guise of imperative military necessity. 

A report14 from the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and the Unit-
ed Nations Satellite Centre (UNOSAT) indicates that more than 98 per-
cent of agricultural lands in Gaza are no longer usable. Olives, one of the 
main agricultural products of Palestine that symbolize its national identi-
ty, have not been harvested and reaped, impacting about 160,000 Pales-
tinians whose livelihood depends on planting olives. 

With almost all agricultural and natural reserves gone, Israelôs staunch ally 
and principal, the United States, proposed in February 2025 to take over 
Gaza and develop it into the ñRiviera of the Middle East.ò15 The Febru-
ary 2025 reconstruction plans make it apparent that Israel and its allies 
plan to remove any trace of Palestinian heritage within the occupied ter-
ritory. 

Ecocide and the Palestinian Peoplesô Right to Development 

Israelôs unlawful occupation, policies, and military operations deny and vio-
late the Palestinian peoplesô right to development and right to self-
determination. 

Reports show that the escalated and continued attacks against the natural en-
vironment in Palestine have impoverished the land, rendering it uninhab-
itable and useless for any agricultural production. Systematic bombard-
ments targeting agricultural and pasture lands employ hazardous chemi-
cals, causing soil, crop, and livestock contamination. These bombard-
ments also caused water and air pollution. These, in turn, cause fatal dis-
eases and endanger natural flora and fauna. 
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Other than direct attacks on the natural environment, the Zionist occupation 
also puts in place certain policies that allow the dismantling of commu-
nal lands through the imposition of heavy taxes, the expropriation of Pal-
estinian lands to make way for settlements and military expansions and 
the reclassification of ñuncultivated landò to ñstate propertyò, among 
many other regulations that altogether limit, if not ultimately deny, the 
Palestinian people access to their land and resources. 

All these strategies, whether in the form of military offensives or state poli-
cies, are carried out precisely to deny the Palestinian people the exercise 
of full sovereignty over their rich natural resources. 

The destruction of the ecological equilibria necessary for the survival of spe-
cies naturally leads to the loss of food sources and water access, which in 
turn results in malnutrition, starvation and, ultimately, death.  The block-
ade in Gaza greatly 

contributed to this forced famine as it restricts the entry of badly needed hu-
manitarian goods and medical services to the people of Gaza. 

Such conditions of destruction, contamination and repression could not in 
any way support the life and sustenance of the Palestinian people, much 
less nurture their holistic development, both as individuals and as a peo-
ple, thus, depriving them of the ñopportunities for intellectual, moral, 
social and spiritual growthò that the Stockholm Declaration identified as 
components of genuine development. 

Moreover, the systematic attacks on the natural environment did not spare 
the cultural heritage of the Palestinian people from damage and destruc-
tion. Like the rest of the indigenous peoples and pre-colonial societies 
from around the world, the life, culture, traditions, and belief systems of 
the Palestinian people are very much rooted in their natural surroundings. 
The destruction of their natural habitat highly endangers the life, devel-
opment, and prosperity of the Palestinian people, and would inevitably 
lead to their destruction. 

Israelôs deliberate attacks against the Palestinian natural environment and the 
imposition of policies that exacerbate this destruction with long-term, 
widespread and severe impacts on the ecology and on the health and life 
expectancy of the Palestinian people constitute the crime of Ecocide, 
which among other things, violates the Palestinian peopleôs right to de-
velopment, and for which Israel and its forces and agents must be held 
accountable. 

The participation and complicity of the United States and other coun-
tries 
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The government of the United States, led by former president Joe Biden and 
current president Donald Trump, continues to support the Zionist occu-
pation of Palestine and the ongoing genocide by Israel through arms 
transfer, other forms of military and financial aid, diplomatic cover, and 
political protection. 

The US government has provided at least $17.9 billion of security assistance 
to Israel since October 2023, according to an October 2024 study by 
Brown University. In February 2025, the US State Department an-
nounced its plan to sell a total of $7.4 billion worth of arms to Israel. The 
arms included 166 small-diameter bombs, 2,800 500-pound bombs, and 
thousands of guidance kits, fuses, and other bomb components and sup-
port equipment, and 3,000 Hellfire missiles and related equipment. 

Similarly, the governments of other states like the United Kingdom, France, 
Germany, Hungary, and The Netherlands, among others, directly sup-
plied Israel with components for its arms and aircrafts, as well as provid-
ed political cover, domestically and before international bodies, for Is-
raelôs assault and genocide against the Palestinian people. 

These governmentsô support for Israel fueled the growth and expansion of its 
military-industrial complex, which has since been tapped by govern-
ments, such as the Philippines, Israelôs third-largest defense buyer, to 
defeat peoplesô struggle for self-determination through the use of illicit 
surveillance technology and military hardware procured from Israel. 

Their continuing support and complicity with Israelôs unlawful and inhuman 
acts violate their obligation to ensure respect of IHL and IHRL, their due 
diligence obligations under international human rights treaties to which 
they are parties, and their obligation to respect and support Palestinian 
self-determination. 

Characterization of the Acts 

The Palestinian people in Gaza and the other occupied territories are protect-
ed under treaty and customary IHL as a civilian population. The presence 
of Hamas or its armed component does not remove its civilian character. 
Additionally, all persons enjoy the protection of their human rights 
standards even in times of armed conflict. 

The natural environment, made of the lands, flora, fauna, and other compo-
nents, is a civilian object protected by IHL, and cannot be the legitimate 
target of attacks. The natural environment and its elements are also inter-
twined with a peopleôs cultural and historical heritage, which parties to a 
conflict must respect and protect under IHL and human rights norms. 

The actions of the Israeli state have resulted in loss and deterioration of the 
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environment by adversely impacting the ecosystem in Gaza, including 
both its non-human and human components. 

Israeli military operations resulted in the widespread destruction and damage 
of the environment, the land, crops and food supplies, and infrastructure 
necessary for the production and distribution of food and water; the ex-
ploitation of natural resources; and the dispossession of land. 

All these acts were committed to deprive the Palestinian people of access to 
food and of the means of survival. 

Israeli military operations destroyed the land and infrastructure, and restrict-
ed access to food, water, and other basic needs, all aimed at making Gaza 
uninhabitable for the Palestinian people and calculated to bring about 
their extermination or forced displacement. 

In the guise of targeting Hamas and other Palestinian resistance groups, Is-
raeli military operations resulted in the widespread, long-term, and se-
vere damage to Gazaôs natural environment, as well as the extensive and 
widespread destruction of Palestinian property. These acts, patently ex-
cessive in relation to any military objectives that Israel claims they sup-
posedly served, prevent the Palestinian people from enjoying and ex-
ploiting Gazaôs natural resources for their benefit and deprive them of 
the beneficial use of their land. 

The Israeli state purposely blocked and impeded the entry of food items, wa-
ter, agricultural products and implements, and other material necessary 
for the subsistence of the Palestinian people and the cultivation of the 
land and exploitation of natural resources. 

The actions of the Israeli state have led to starvation and death among the 
Palestinian people, in violation of their right to life, right to physical and 
mental health, right to a healthy environment, right to food and water, 
and right to development, among other fundamental rights recognized 
under international law. 

The above-described actions are neither demanded nor justified by military 
necessity. 

Thus, the acts committed by Israel and its armed forces are grave violations 
of IHL and gross violations of human rights in times of armed conflict, 
amounting to WAR CRIMES, namely: 

Use of Starvation as a Method of Warfare; 

Willfully causing great suffering, or serious injury to body or 
health; 
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Intentionally directing attacks against civilian objects, that is, 
objects which are not military objectives; 

Extensive destruction and appropriation of property, not justi-
fied by military necessity and carried out unlawfully and 
wantonly; 

Use of methods or means of warfare that are intended, or may be 
expected, to cause widespread, long-term, and severe damage 
to the natural environment; 

Using the destruction of the natural environment as a weapon; 

Attacking, destroying, removing, or rendering useless objects 
indispensable to the survival of the civilian population. 

The acts also constitute the crime of GENOCIDE and a violation of the 
Genocide Convention as the intentional destruction of the environment is 
a means of deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of life calculat-
ed to bring about its physical destruction in whole or in part. 

These acts also qualify as CRIMES AGAINST HUMANITY, which in-
cludes extermination through the intentional infliction of conditions of 
life, inter alia, the deprivation of access to food and medicine, calculated 
to bring about the destruction of part of a population. 

Finally, such unlawful and wanton acts were committed by Israel and its de-
fense forces with the knowledge that there is a substantial likelihood of 
severe and either widespread or long-term damage to the environment, 
constituting ECOCIDE. 

V.VIOLATIONS OF INTERNATIONAL LAW 

The aforementioned acts attributed to the Defendants result in grave viola-
tions of IHL and gross violations of IHRL and standards applicable in 
situations of armed conflict forming part of conventional or customary 
international law and reflected in the following instruments, among oth-
ers: 

1949 Geneva Conventions and the 1977 Additional Protocols; 

Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Geno-
cide; 

Convention on the Prohibition of Military or Any Other Hostile Use of 
Environmental Modification Techniques (ENMOD) 

1998 Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court; 1948 Univer-
sal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR); 
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1966 International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) 
and its Optional Protocols; 

1966 International Convention on Economic, Social, and Cultural 
Rights (ICESCR); 1966 Convention on the Elimination of All 
Forms of Racial Discrimination (CERD); 

1979 Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination 
Against Women (CEDAW); 

1980 Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons (CCW) and its 
Protocols; 

1984 Convention Against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or De-
grading Treatment or Punishment (CAT); 

1989 Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) and its Optional 
Protocols; 1954 Hague Convention for the Protection of Cultural 
Property; 

UN General Assembly Resolution 95(I)(1946) Affirmation of the Prin-
ciples of International Law recognized by the Charter of the Nu-
remberg Tribunal; 

2005 UN Basic Principles and Guidelines on the Right to a Remedy 
and Reparation for Victims of Gross Violations of International 
Human Rights Law and Serious Violations of International Hu-
manitarian Law; 

2007 UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples; 

UN General Assembly and Security Council Resolutions, such as UN 
Security Council Resolution 2417 and UN General Assembly Res-
olution 41/128 on the Right to Development; 

1992 Rio Declaration on Environment and Development; and 1972 
Stockholm Declaration on the Human Environment. 

Furthermore, the acts attributed to the Defendants are serious viola-
tions of customary IHL, binding on states and parties to an armed 
conflict irrespective of treaty obligations, and of jus cogens norms, 
as well as generally accepted principles of law. 

During the proceedings and in subsequent submissions, references 
shall be made to the relevant convention, instrument, legal provi-
sion, or rule vis- -̈vis the specific violation being addressed. 

VI. EVIDENCE 

The charges will be substantiated and proven by the emblematic or illustra-
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tive testimonies of representative witnesses, namely, victims and other 
persons with knowledge thereof, including individuals with established 
and qualified expertise in the subject matter. Their testimonies will be 
corroborated by verified reports, documentation, and other pieces of evi-
dence. 

The evidence would cover the factual and legal allegations in this Indictment, 
particularly, Israelôs actions, carried out with the indispensable support, 
participation, and complicity principally of the United States as well as 
the United Kingdom, Germany, France, among others, as well as individ-
uals and private entities operating with or enabling them, that amount to 
war crimes, genocide, crimes against humanity and other gross violations 
of international humanitarian and human rights law. 

The evidence, expert opinions, independently relevant statements, and sub-
missions would cover inter alia: 

65.1. the intentional destruction of the environment; 

65.2 the unlawful seizure of Palestinian land and resources;  

65.3 the destruction of crops and vegetation; 

65.4 the contamination of Palestinian land to prevent cultivation and food 
production; 

65.5 the imposition of restrictions on Palestinian activities related to the pro-
duction, storage, and distribution of food, water and other items neces-
sary for survival; 

65.6 the destruction or severe damage of critical infrastructure, facilities and 
equipment for the cultivation, production, storage, and distribution of 
food, water and other basic needs; 

65.7 the targeting of civilians and organizations engaged in the said process-
es and in the delivery of aid and services to the Palestinian people; 

65.8 the destruction, damage, and pillage of cultural and historical sites; and 

65.9 the imposition of a blockade and the denial of entry of life-saving aid 
and services into the occupied territories. 

The evidence will prove that Israel engaged in a campaign to induce famine 
and starve the Palestinian population, to expropriate land and resources 
belonging to the Palestinian population and necessary for their survival, 
to destroy the environment and critical infrastructure to render the occu-
pied territories unfit for habitation by the Palestinian people. 

It will prove that all the aforementioned actions deliberately targeted the ci-
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vilian population of the occupied territories, were widespread and com-
mitted systematically, and were undertaken pursuant to a state policy 
aimed at maintaining the occupation and destroying the Palestinian peo-
ple. 

The evidence would also show that Israelôs aforementioned actions, that 
amount to international crimes and gross violations of international law, 
could not be carried out and sustained without the direct involvement and 
support of the governments of the United States, the United Kingdom, 
Germany, France, among others, as well as individuals and private enti-
ties working with the Israeli government and its security apparatus. 

The evidence will establish the complicity and responsibility, under interna-
tional law, of the impleaded states, entities, and individuals for the 
crimes charged in this Indictment. 

November 8, 2025: Barcelona, Spain. 

 

THE PANEL OF PEOPLEôS PROSECUTORS 

Counsel for the Complainants 

c/o palestinetribunal@internationalsolidarity.org 
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RAJI SOURANI,  
Palestinian Center for Human Rights 

 

Madame President, Honorable panel of jurors, prosecution, 

We are a rule of law organization that was established 30 years ago. We 
work to apply basic fundamental standards of protecting victims, and bring-
ing justice and dignity for the victims we are representing under the Israeli 
belligerent occupation. 

We most recently faced many, many war crimes, persecution, crimes against 
humanity. And that's not just related to October 7th, 2023. It went on for 
years before that. And I just summarize is a short way that we've had the 
blockade for 17 years which suffocated Gaza socioeconomically, and almost 
turned it into an animal farm with the international community dumping 
some food and medicine to the people. 

We, according to that, have had in Gaza, 65% unpaid or unemployed, 90% 
under the poverty line, an 85% in need of food, supplies, and so on, by 
UNRWA and other international organizations. 

The War of 2008-2009 was terrible, unprecedented. It targeted buildings, 
hospitals, civilians, They didn't leave anything without bombing it, and that 
was concluded in the famous Goldstone report. 

In 2012, the same thing happened again. in 2014, it was the worst war ever in 
our history. Almost 1,300 had been killed, and almost 20,000 had been in-
jured. Thousands of houses, and for the first time ever they used the GPU, 
31, 32, 37, and 38 bombs which were having Incredible, devastating conse-
quences. 

In the Great Marsh of Return, there were quite a lot of crimes committed by 
snipers. Boys, women, nurses, journalists, all walks of people were targeted. 
The same thing happened in 2021, 2022, and May 2023. So the genocide and 
the crimes against humanity didn't begin on October 7th. We have a record of 
criminal belligerent occupation, and we wanted to make sure that no crime 
would be undocumented. 

And accordingly, by a professional lawyer's team, by professional field 
workers, we were able to document not part, but all the war crimes, crimes 
against humanity and persecution that happened against the Palestinian peo-
ple. Not just in Gaza, but in the West Bank as well, the ethnic cleansing of 
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Jerusalem, the Judaization of Jerusalem, the disconnection of Jerusalem from 
the outside world. 

Sheikh Jarrah wasn't the last one, and wasn't the first one. Jerusalem was sub-
ject through practical, administrative, legal, legislative procedures, subject to 
ethnic cleansing of Palestinians and Judaization. 

In the West Bank, The South was disconnected from the North. Bypass 
roads, connecting Israeli settlements with the Israeli cities. Much more, en-
claving Palestinian villages, camps, and cities, and not allowing them or giv-
ing them any opportunity to expand. 

More? Every city, village, camp was subject to incursion, and people were 
subject to arrest, shooting, and killings. We have almost 1,000 checkpoints 
all over the West Bank, making movement impossible. 

All Jerusalem and the West Bank, was subject to Land confiscation, and set-
tlements were mushrooming all the way along. The existing settlements were 
expanding. Vertically, horizontally, new settlements were built, and it was 
going on, as such, to that extent, and not renewing. 

In 2001, the West Bank and Jerusalem saw a new brand of apartheid. That's 
what the World's Conference Against Racism declared in Durban South Afri-
ca. 

So there is a large amount of  big crimes. All this was documented legally, 
through reports, through legal finds, first-class legal finds. And we tried, in 
the very beginning, to use the Israeli legal system, but the Israeli legal system 
provided full legal cover for all these crimes. That's why we resorted to uni-
versal jurisdiction. When we failed in national jurisdiction, we went to uni-
versal jurisdiction. 

And we filed cases in many other countries. We filed in Bern, in Madrid, 
London, Brussels, The Hague, New Zealand, Stockholm, South Africa, US 
again. They reacted, these governments, in a very negative way. The courts 
were positive, but the governments tried to, through legal, administrative, 
and legislative procedures, provide moral protection for the Israelis, not to be 
held accountable, and that's why we resorted then to the ICC in 2015. We 
invested our best in it,  in the pre-trial chamber, in the investigation team. 
But It led only to nowhere until 2023, when October 7th happened. 

We tried and we invested our best to activate the ICC. And it was simple and 
clear that there is a genocide. And I think The first week, on October 14th, 
we formed a genocide group. But the ICC prosecutor didn't react at all. And 
he didn't respond positively to our appeals until we engaged, through South 
Africa, of which I'm honored to be part of its legal team, with the ICJ. And 
they filed the case on the 29th of December. And January 11th, 2024 was the 
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first session where South Africa, with all the moral authority, with all the 
heritage it has as a country who defeated the apartheid regime. South Africa 
brought all the pain, the suffering, the blood, the destruction, the displace-
ment, the crime of crimes against the Palestinian people, to the stage of the 
court in a most fantastic way. 

Unfortunately, right now we are in a very unique, unprecedented situation. 
We are seeing the ICC and the ICJ under direct public threat by the most 
mighty country. It's vice versa: the prosecutors who should charge the crimi-
nals are designated and punished. The ICC prosecutor, Karim Khan, because 
he issued two warrants against two of the Israel leaders; two of his deputies 
right now are also designated and sanctioned; four of the judges at the ICC 
are designated. President Trump, the new mighty god of the world, just as 
simple as that, punished and designated prosecutors and judges of the most 
important court on Earth. That's Kafka, in a way. 

Trump was not satisfied with this. He went beyond, and designated, as well, 
the organizations who are defending the victims. Why? In the Treasury deci-
sion in the US, they said simply that it was because they are using the ICC 
against the US and t's allies, including Israel. 

That is why, Your Honor, there is extra unique importance to have the people 
at this Tribunal, and to have people like you who care about the rule of law, 
justice, and dignity of man. 

Lead Prosecutor: Thank you, Mr. Sourani. Not outstanding the extremely 
difficult situation in which human rights workers have been working, espe-
cially your team which has been under direct threat and which, I understand, 
has suffered even direct assassination attempts because of the work you are 
doing documenting these crimes. 

You published during this war three very important reports. One on torture, 
one of the attacks against journalists, and of course, one, that you told me 
was based on 1,700 witness statements, on genocide. So I would like, espe-
cially in relation to this last report, which is the main subject, genocide and 
ecocide, of this Tribunal, I would like you to share with the Tribunal the find-
ings, the legal and factual findings, that led you to the conclusion that acts of 
genocide were, in fact, committed. 

I spent the last 45 years, "one-way ticket," as a human rights lawyer, defend-
ing Palestinian prisoners and defending Palestinian victims of the Israeli oc-
cupation. And I worked on the garbage of the occupation, all kinds and walks 
of crimes. On October 7th, and later It seems, all my life I was either stupid 
or naive. I'm not undermining the crimes which I documented, me and my 
staff. But what happened after October 7th is something I never, ever 
dreamed, or realized, or thought Israel would ever come to. The level of 
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bombing, the quality of bombing, the level of killings and destruction. Tar-
geting of civilians, hospitals, doctors, patients, water desalination plants, bak-
eries, food storage area, medicine storage areas, schools, shelters, unprece-
dented. I never ever thought anything like that, or close to that, or imagined 
anything as such can happen. 

Gaza, 365 square kilometers. 2.5 million people. The most densely populated 
area on Earth. It's like an elephant in the garden. Any move you make, you 
are killing people, and thousands of tons bombs with the most high-tech 
fighters, tanks, artillery were thrown at the table. 

I am appalled by the statements which came on the tenth of October by three 
Israel leaders. Usually in genocide, materially, you can prove that it is geno-
cide. But the intent is nearly impossible to prove. On October 10th, the Israe-
li president gave a statement, and he said in it, "No innocent people in Gaza . 
. . Hamas, civilians, all are complicit . . . we will get them. We will target 
them, and we will make them pay a heavy price." 

Netanyahu said similar words, "Gazans should leave Gaza."  Of course, not 
to the sea. Not to the skies. To Egypt. They should leave Gaza. 

And Galant, the Minister of Defense, said, in very similarly clear words, 
"Gazans are human animals. We'll get them all. There is no innocent person 
in Gaza. Gazans will never receive water, food, fuel, or electricity." 

So, materially, this was clear. The intent was clear. And, the Europeans and 
the Americans said, "Israel has the right of self-defense." Since when does an 
occupation, a criminal belligerent occupation, have the right of self-defense? 
Occupation, by definition, is a crime of aggression. We are the ones who are 
entitled for self-defense and self-determination. 

That's why Israel is doing what it is doing. They are feeling very much im-
mune. No accountability. They are untouchable. It's vice versa: they are not 
only protected politically and legally. They are supported with the arms we 
are killed with. It is the crime of crimes. 

Never, ever, was a genocide streamed live. Our genocide is streamed live. 
For the last 2 years and 2 months, this genocide streamed live, 24 hours a 
day. That's why we are having 279 journalists being killed. They paid a 
heavy price, because they were courageous enough to broadcast live, at real 
time, this genocide against the Palestinian people in Gaza and the other occu-
pied territories. 

In the previous wars, we were documenting case by case. And no case was 
exceptional. From the first week, we realized It would be "Mission Impossi-
ble" to document everything. But we have to document, and that's why our 
65 staff members decided to do, what we call it, "sampling" of the crimes. 



 

60 

We cannot document the horrendous criminal attacks and destruction of 38 
hospitals. We took 6 of those: al-Shifa, al-Ahli, the Indonesian Hospital, and 
others. We documented them fully, buy we could not do with the rest. 

That's why, in attacking shelters, where almost 69 shelters have been target-
ed, we took only a sample of 8 shelters and fully documented them. That's 
why, because they were erasing entire quarters in Gaza, we could not docu-
ment the destruction and bombing of 90% of the entire Gaza Strip. We took 
samples of the area of the destruction and we documented it. 

Torture. It's a country proud of Its soldier raping the elites of Hamas. And 
they demonstrate that. And the torture levels which had happened, for all my 
life I have been documenting that, and they have quite a lot of crimes of tor-
ture. And torture is legitimate and legal in Israel. The moderate physical psy-
chological pressure, which makes you want to die 50 times a day, was not 
enough. The ticking bombs, it was not enough. Forcible disappearance and 
rape is very phenomenal, unfortunately. 

So we have unique files of torture. We cooperated with Dignity, the Danish 
Center for Torture, on it. And the testimonies were just unbelievable. We 
documented the targeting of food storage areas, and the conveyors of food, 
and the kitchens, including some internationals who were killed in this 
bombing. So, we were able to document all of that. 

And we were able to hand almost 600 files to the ICC prosecutor. And these 
documents were uncontested, strong, solid, professional. There was no need 
for exaggeration. All that we need was one tenth of the facts. It was more 
than enough. It's there, in first-class files, and all these were used as well by 
the South African legal team in supporting the three provisional measures 
decision [of the ICJ]. 

Prosecution: Thank you, Mr. Sourani. I understand that the reports that 
were established will be submitted to this panel of jurors as evidence, be-
cause of course it is impossible to bring 1,700 statements individually to this 
court. 

I want to pay tribute to these 65 members of your team who have been doing 
this work in impossible circumstances. This work is absolutely necessary. 
Without this work of documenting the crimes, no people's tribunal, no Inter-
national Criminal Court, and no other national courts can do the work and 
no accountability is possible. So I think this is absolutely essential work you 
are doing, and I thank you for it. 

And I want to thank these 65 people standing behind you for doing this work 
that has to be done. If you were sanctioned, it is precisely because of that 
work, because there is no accountability without documenting the crimes, 
and no documenting of all the crimes without the sanctioned organizations. 
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So, I pay tribute to your organization and to all the other organizations who 
have been sanctioned because of the same reason. 

Do any of the jurors have questions for Mr. Sourani? 

Did you consult the International Criminal Court, which is supposed to be 
the proper reference for your lawsuit? 

We have very ongoing engagement with the ICC, whether it's the prosecu-
tor's office, or the investigative team, or the BPRS, or the outreach, or the 
court registrar. And we are supposed to meet with them again arly, next 
month, on December 2nd. 

Yes, we are engaging, especially with the investigation team and supporting 
them all the way. Of course, we keep urging them to move, but because they 
have the chain of command, they have the facts, they have the names. The 
genocide is continuing and going on. Accountability is a must and they know 
that, but due to the American pressures and due to the absolute lack of sup-
port, by European countries, including the host country [Spain], there is a 
blanket of fear. 

These people are human beings. They are respected prosecutors, respected 
judges, they don't claim they are heroes. They are professional, and they are 
committed. But they don't have law enforcement agencies. The states are the 
law enforcement agencies. Accordingly, we are not really expecting that 
much from them. 

The fact is that since the three provision measures has been taken in the ICJ, 
nothing moved on. And, since the two warrants have been issued, no more 
warrants have been given. So we are engaging with them. 

But we hope there is something that changes. Actually, what we are witness-
ing and seeing is an attack on the world justice system. For the US and Eu-
rope, it seems, either they want to be selective, and politicizing of the courts, 
or they don't want the rule of law. They want the rule of the jungle. 

The ICC is not the same as the ICJ. The ICJ deals with disputes between 
countries, while the ICC is specialized in these types of crimes and does not 
require European, foreign, or any external support. Reports submitted to the 
ICC cannot be ignored. Communication is conducted directly with the ICC 
prosecutor after they receive the reference materials submitted with the 
claim, and this does not require intermediaries. We, as Arabs, can support 
this process. 

No, what I mean professionally-wise, is we did our homework 100%. Profes-
sionally, we have no problem whatsoever. We have a super fantastic team, 
the best in the West and the East. We have a very strong, professional, relia-
ble team, but the problem is with the politics of law, with the decrees of the 
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President of the United States issued against judges, prosecutors, and defend-
ers who are working in the court. That's what I mean. 

I'm not seeking political intervention in the procedure, but I'm talking about 
the court and its judges and prosecutors who are having a blanket of fear 
around them. 

I just have one final word to say. Our mission is not easy, and we know that. 
But I promise the jurors, and the prosecution, and the people in the court: We 
have no right to be good victims. And we will never, ever be good victims 
for genociders. 

Second, we will never give up. We have no right to give up. We will be loyal 
for the pain and suffering and the blood of the people who paid their life for 
the Israeli genocidal crimes, and their partners. 

They want to take, with all these measures, the hope from our hearts and 
minds. And never, ever, will we lose the hope for tomorrow. And we will 
keep, forever, as we did ever, keeping the strategical optimism in our hearts 
and minds, and we will keep the fight for justice and dignity of man. Thank 
you. 

Jury: I think a question that we have is with this recent Security Council de-
cision, which was a Trump and a U.S.-led decision, how do you as the Pales-
tinian people view this, and what is going to be its impact and implications 
particularly in this context of ongoing genocide and ecocide. How do you 
view this?  

Well, first of all, I have to say that the genocide and the ethnic cleansing [is] 
continuing non-stop till this moment.  

Yesterday, only yesterday, all over Gaza Strip, there was bombings, killings, 
destruction, and tens of people according to that has been killed or injured 
including many children and women. So, business as usual regarding geno-
cide and ethnic cleansing of Palestinians.  

Still, the entire situation remains intact meaningé the destruction, the fam-
ine, the killing, and the displacement all over Gaza. So, the conditions [are] 
still unchanged.  

Now, regarding the Security Council resolution itself. It's unprecedented that 
Security Council victimize and destroy 80 years of legal-political work in the 
UN, including the Security Council resolutions itself. So, they deleted 80 
years of consecutive decisions has been taken, whether by the General As-
sembly of the UN or the Security Council.  

Second, I think to have Security Council as such victimizing, contradict [the] 
ABC of international law, international humanitarian law, and human rights  
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it's a big scandal and it's a big shame for the international community to en-
dorse such a resolution.  

Three, there wasn't one word, one word, about Palestiniansô right of self-
determination, which is the basic fundamental right of the Palestinian people. 
There isn't one word about the unalienable rights of the Palestinian people. 
There wasn't a word about ending the genocide and the ethnic cleansing in 
Gaza. So, we are having [a] situation where unfortunately the occupation [is] 
institutionalized, enhanced, but supported more by American presidency who 
are involved directly in the genocide and the ethnic cleansing, and supporting 
Israel directly with arms.  

Some thugs who are war criminals like the ex-Prime Minister [Tony Blair] of 
the UK who will be one of the key figures in charge of this council who has 
been a part of that. So we are in a situation where we are having too much 
talk about peace and security, but what we are having is victimizing peace 
and security for the reasons that the occupation be institutionalized and en-
hanced, and total denial of the Palestinian people's rights, basically, the right 
of self-determination.  

I want to remind your tribunal with the Oslo Accords. 30 years ago, we were 
[since] day one extremely critical on Oslo Accords and in our criticism, we 
said, ñThere was no word, not a single word, about ending the occupation, 
self-determination, human rights, international law, international humanitari-
an law.ò And that wasn't [a] coincidence, it was deliberate and intentional.  

 And you cannot victimize all that for the sake of peace and security. Peace 
and security should be based on international law, international humanitarian 
law, and the human rights  on the people rights, as it has been stated by the 
international community, simply and clearly.  

That's why we ended up with Oslo Accords and as a result of that, we have a 
new brand of apartheid, war crimes, crimes against humanity, settlements, 1 
million settlers in the occupied territories, pillage for the resources of Pales-
tinian people, and these massive war crimes, the crimes against humanity, 
and the genocide and the ethnic cleansing.  

So, if you ignore International law, international humanitarian law, and the 
human rights, if you victimize the unalienable rights of the Palestinian peo-
ple, their right of self-determination, you will end up once again of this situa-
tion where we are having the Palestinian people, once again, as the real vic-
tim.  

Jury:  Thank you so much. Just if you can, please, precise what you mean 
about a new brand of apartheid. We saw this new vocabulary emerge these 
two years about what happened in Palestine. Maybe in a few words if you 
can give us some indications, what do you mean about a new brand of apart-
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heid for Palestine? Thank you.  

I'm 71. Deep-rooted Gazan. My family at that part of the world, 8 centuries. 
And my legal status, I'm not citizen of Gaza: I'm resident.  

Now, who decide on my residency? It's not me. It's not Hamas. It's not Fatah, 
it's not the PA, it's not the PLO the one who decided about my residency. It's 
the Israeli apartheid occupation. So if I have a number with them, I'm resi-
dent. If I don't, I am not.  

A Jew, just because he's a Jew, coming from Addis Ababa, as a flasher, or 
New York, or Ukraine, or any part of the world. The fact is he or she is a Jew 
[and] en route they are granted nationality and they are Israelis.  

It's Kafka. We are the stones of the valley. We have been there since ever. 
We'll continue there forever. But at the same place, there is total ignorance, 
discrimination for the Palestinian people. We are residents of the occupied 
territories, but we don't enjoy the same rights or equal rights. We don't enjoy 
the same laws.  

Two: In Jerusalem, they are granted nationality, but through administrative, 
procedural, and legislative acts, two-thirds of the Palestinian has been ethni-
cally cleansed from Jerusalem and more and more Judaization for Jerusalem. 
They are taking over through building settlements in Jerusalem, around Jeru-
salem, it's almost Judaized and it became a Jewish city de facto and de jure, 
both.  

In the West Bank, the Israelis were able to bring 1 million Israeli citizens and 
all that had happened during Oslo Accords in the last 30 years. Every day, 
we are witnessing expansion of the existing settlements  vertically, horizon-
tally, new settlements are built. Beyond that, we are having in new settle-
ments.  

People in the West Bank and Jerusalem having two laws applied on two cate-
gories of people, the Palestinians and the Israeli settlers. So, this is, I mean, 
total discrimination.  

Even for the movement, the settlers in the West Bank, it's through very com-
plicated, comprehensive network of roads. They have their own roads in the 
West Bank and they are connected with Israeli cities and villages, and they 
have free, smooth access to that.  

While the Palestinians denied completely using this road, and they're having 
on West Bank roads 1,000 check points. And it's almost mission impossible 
moving between the South and the North. It's mission impossible to connect 
with Jerusalem back and forth. It's almost mission impossible to go from one 
city to another, from one village to one city, from one village to another vil-
lage, even for basic, fundamental things.  
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Having said that, we have the Israeli settlers with full support of the Israeli 
army. Day and night attacking Palestinian civilians all over the West Bank, 
terrorizing them, uprooting their trees, shooting at them, killing them, arrest-
ing them  and all that in full cooperation with the army. Besides, they're be-
ing equipped with a lot, a lot, of arms.  

Even the prisons, the Israeli jail system, prison regulations, who control the 
relation between the jail authorities and the prisoners. If you are an Israeli, 
you are dealt with five-star treatment. I mean, like, very European standard 
prisons, or American prisons. If you are a Palestinian and you are in the Is-
raeli prisons, you are in absolute different situation, where torture is very 
systematic, where rape, part of the torture whether for men or for woman. 
Where starvation is the genuine part of that.  

Now the apartheid basically, it's discrimination because of race and because 
of laws applying, and because of that legal, administrative, and legislative 
application of all that on the citizen, which making the life of people rather 
mission impossible. That's why we call it apartheid. This is not a new discov-
ery.  

We are talking about that for the last 30 years, but basically, in Durban Con-
ference, the First World Conference Against Racism, it was stated by 1,117 
international civil society organizations against 19 organizations, they said, 
at that time: Israel a new brand of apartheid. And that's right til this moment. 
Thank you.  

Jury: One more related question about this: could you briefly inform the 
board of the juryôs concerning the UN working group on apartheid. You 
know, we remember that in the past there was a working group, an anti-
apartheid working group, and it was dismissed. And do you think that this is 
also creating a gap within the international body itself? Or do you think that 
dismissing this working group is also one factor that is affecting today's 
structures, let's say, within the UN.  

Of course it affects the structure. And we do need that. It's there and the 
apartheid is a clear-cut fact. This has been addressed by many international 
human rights organizations.  

This has been addressed by Human Rights Watch, Amnesty International, 
Euromed Human Rights Network, and ICJ. It's also addressed, I mean, by 
Palestinian-Israeli human rights organizations. So there is no argument really 
about the apartheid anymore, and I think the special rapporteurs in a clear-cut 
and simple way addressed the issue of the apartheid. So having a body to 
address that, it's needed, but maybe while we are having right now on the top 
of the agenda, the genocide and ethnic cleansing, that's a little bit under-
mined, I mean, the apartheid, but doesn't delete it because genocide and eth-
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nic cleansing is the crime of the crimes.  

And that's the most imminent and dangerous and crucial crime the Palestini-
an people are facing in the occupied territories at-large.  

Jury: If there is a dispute between a Palestinian and an Israeli settler re-
garding property ownership, to whom can the Palestinian can resort to settle 
this dispute?  

Well, as I said it before, I mean, everybody was saying the Israeli legal sys-
tem is one of the best in the West and the East, and Israel is the oasis of de-
mocracy in the Middle East. And you can resort to it.  

So why you don't have justice and dignity in the Israeli legal system?  

Under occupation, never ever you will have justice or dignity. There isn't one 
good example in history [that] showed that any people subject to colonialism 
or occupation were able to have justice or dignity. But, we resorted to the 
Israel legal system  as the Americans say, tried to use the system. And we 
resorted to it, trying to find gaps here and there. And, for the last 40 years or 
so using the Israeli legal system, through thousands of cases, and very, very 
unfortunately, our hard conclusions was simple, clear, and uncontested.  

The Israeli legal system provided full legal cover for organized, systematic 
crimes has been carried by the Israeli belligerent occupation. And that's why 
we came to level almost in the end of 90s, early 20th century from 2000 and 
on, to resort to international law, to resort to universal jurisdiction, ICC, 
Rome Statute, and ICJ.  

And that's why there was consecutive orders by these respected bodies. Last 
year, there was clear-cut decision, advisory opinion by the ICJ in July 2024, 
In it, it addressed the illegality of the occupation. And they said, Israeli occu-
pation [is] illegal, and it should end.  

Among other things, this issue was addressed as one of the very strong rea-
sons in the occupation, the apartheid, and misuse of law under the occupa-
tion.  
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The charges are made against the government leaders of the occupying pow-
er, Israel, led and represented by Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, mem-
bers of Israelôs security cabinet, and the Israeli Defense Forces. The other 
respondents include government leaders of the United States, led and repre-
sented by its current President Donald J. Trump and former President Joe 
Biden, as well as the leaders of the United Kingdom, France, and Germany. 

CHARGES listed in the indictment include: 

A. Intentionally inducing starvation and famine through the destruction of 
the natural environment, with an intent to destroy, in whole or in part, the 
people of Palestine, amounting to gross violations of International Humani-
tarian Law and human rights law;  

B. Commission of unlawful or wanton acts with the knowledge that these 
will cause long-term, widespread, and/or severe damage to the environment, 
and the targeting and destruction of cultural heritage, all amounting to seri-
ous violations of international humanitarian law and human rights law, com-
mitted in the context of Israelôs assault on Palestine, aided and supported by 
the governments of the United States, the United Kingdom, France, Germa-
ny, and all other leaders of States, private corporations and enablers complic-
it in the genocide and ecocide. 

My testimony before this Peopleôs Tribunal includes 5 segments: 

1. The scale of the environmental damage in Gaza;   

2. Proof that the damage was caused by Israeli military actions;  

3. Proof of knowledge and intent by the Israelis;  

4. Disproportionality analysis; and 

5. Violations of IHL precautions.  

 
I. Scale of Environmental Damage  

In this first segment I will show that the scale of the environmental damage is 
widespread and that it is long term damage and that the damage is severe.   

The scale of the environmental damage in Gaza is widespread, it covers a 
large geographic area as shown in the satellite images that were published on 
September 12, 2025 by Al-Jazeera. 
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SEE EXHIBIT 12: Map showing the scale of destruction of agricultural land 
between October 2023 and June 2024. Since then agricultural lands, farms, 
green houses and irrigation plants have been further destroyed or severely 
damaged by the Israeli army on a larger scale.  

SEE EXHIBIT 
3: This is Al 
Zeytoon 
neighborhood, it 
is one of 
the oldest and 
largest 
neighborhoods in 
Gaza City. Its 
name in Arabic 
translates to 
"the Quarter of 
Olive trees", a 
reflection of its 
history, which 
included olive 
groves. 

https://drive.proton.me/urls/ZNCXBSZETR#QiR1jS7sy2L8
https://drive.proton.me/urls/ZNCXBSZETR#QiR1jS7sy2L8
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The environmental damage is long term and severe as the information pub-
lished by The United Nations Environment Programôs report about The Envi-
ronmental Impact of the Conflict in the Gaza strip ïpublished on September 
23, shows. The UNEP relied on scientific methodology and consolidated evi-
dence and reported long term and severe environmental damage is Gaza:  

¶ Much of Gazaôs vegetation has been destroyed. Since 2023, the enclave 
has lost  

* 97 per cent of its tree crops,  

* 95 per cent of its shrubland and  

* 82 per cent of its annual crops.  

¶ Food production at scale is not possible. That comes as over 500,000 
people in Gaza are facing famine conditions, (according to the Integrated 
Food Security Phase Classification ï IPC) with about 1 million others in 
a food emergency. 

¶ Approximately 61 million tonnes of rubble have been produced by de-
struction ð the debris volume is staggeringly large.  

¶ About 15% of that debris may be contaminated with asbestos, heavy 
metals, or industrial-waste components.  

SEE EXHIBIT 5: This is Beit Hanoon located in the North East of the Gaza 
Strip. The destruction is massive and the images show no signs of life, no trees, 
no vegetation nothing is left. The Israeli army destroyed every single building of 
structure there and every tree and green space.  


